
2nd to 11th June 2020



John Kahekwa has been working with the Eastern 
Lowland Gorilla’s since 1993 through the Pole Pole 
Foundation. His efforts have endured through 
civil war and the Rwandan Genocide refugee crisis 
where over a million people fled into this region of 
the Congo. 
Protecting the Gorilla’s environment is his 
lifelong passion. In JK’s word, “empty 
Stomachs have no ears”. Part of your cost for this 
trip is a donation toward the work POPOF are 
doing to provide sustainably grown timber and 
food and education around the perimeter of the 
park thereby preserving the habitat for the 
Gorilla’s.

They’re our nearest living relatives: we share 98% 
of our DNA with chimpanzees and 
gorillas – and there’s no better way to feel that 
connection than standing in the jungle and returning 
the gaze of a silverback 
gorilla, equal to equal. Here is your chance to do 
just that. Come and join us on a truly unique 
experience trekking to visit chimpanzees and
gorillas in Congo and Rwanda. 





3rd June
Although the terrible genocide was 
only 25 years ago, splitting its 
history into before and after, 
Rwanda has rallied as a nation 
and now its citizens live together 
in peace. To understand what they 
went through, a visit to the 
Genocide Museum is a must-do 
activity: it’s well-presented and very 
affecting, and we urge you to go 
there as part of your day exploring 
the city.



4th June
We leave early and head to the 
Kings Palace Museum, its on our 
way to the Banda village. After 
leaving the Kings Palace Museum 
we travel through Nyungwe 
Forest, home to Chimpanzee’s and 
14 other different primates. We will 
get dropped off with our overnight 
back packs at the Banda turnoff 
and be taken down into the village 
on the back of taxi motorbikes. 
This is an adventure inside an 
adventure. We descend down a 
track into the valley where we will 
stay in the rustic volunteer/research 
accommodation and be catered by 
locals from food sourced in the 
valley.





6th June
We head back up the hill to the van 
and our luggage and make our way 
to the Forest Canopy Walk where 
we take a swing bridge across a 
canyon to view the forest from 
within and above.

https://www.visitrwanda.com/inter-
ests/canopy-walkway/







8th June
We will visit the gorillas today. 
Trekking gorillas varies every day 
depending on where the families 
are located. The gorillas we will 
visit are habituated, which means 
they are accustomed to the guards 
and trackers visiting them every 
day. They are not tame though, 
and roam freely so we won’t know 
until the morning which family we 
will visit, and how far the trek will 
be to reach them.  We will spend 
an hour in their company, watching 
their natural behaviours, and 
marvelling at being so close to 
these wonderful and intelligent 
animals, from the massive silver-
back right down to playful infants. 
In the afternoon we will visit the 
Chimpanzee Sanctuary.







11th June
Fly out from Kamembe Airport, 
Rusizi. This is a feeder airport 
for Kigali.
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